COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL     
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL COLWINSTON ON TUESDAY APRIL 11th 2017 AT 7.30pm 
1. ATTENDANCE

Cllrs:     

G Bates (Chair)


C Roach






P Graham -Woollard 

Others:                 
Joanna Howell (Clerk) 
County Cllr R Thomas
Apologies:       
PCSO Stone, Cllrs E Lewis, W Bellin, T Cook and H Maclehose
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.  
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  
None at this point
3. PUBLIC SESSION AND MATTERS ARISING 
There were two members of the public present.  One member of the public wished to report that he had heard that the Redrow site field 2 had had planning permission. The Chair confirmed that Redrow had an option on this field and made a request for this to be included as an alternative site on the LDP.  However, we have not yet seen the Inspector’s report and so we do not know if it has been accepted as an alternative site.  Redrow has not put in any planning application on the second field at this stage. 
4. CONSIDERATION OF POLICE MATTERS
PCSO Angela Stone had sent her apologies there had been one garage break in reported and there were regular patrols being carried out in order to provide reassurance.  Residents should ensure that their properties are fully secured. 
5. Country Councillors Reports 

CC Thomas had nothing to report at this stage. 
6. Update on Election Matters

The Clerk confirmed that there had been an uncontested election and so all candidates proposed were duly elected.  At this point, Cllr Graham-Woollard stated that he would like to thank Cllr Bates, who had not stood for election, for all his work and support through his many years with this Council, this was echoed by the rest of the Council. 
7. Planning Matters 

There were no new planning applications to discuss however the following decisions had been made by the VoG Council, and these were noted by this Council.
o
2017/00073/FUL 4, Maes y Bryn, Colwinston-  Proposed extensions and vehicular access - APPROVED  

o
 2017/00010/FUL 5, Heol Cae Pwll, Colwinston-  External flue- No Objections- APPROVED 

o
2016/01178/FUL - Highfield Farm, Colwinston- Additional hardstanding and existing farm track renewal from existing gateway to farm shop for overflow parking and access – REFUSED
8. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
The minutes of the ordinary meeting, which took place on Tuesday 14th March 2017, had been previously circulated by the Clerk. It was proposed by Councillor Roach that the minutes be accepted this was seconded by Cllr Graham-Woollard. The Minutes were then signed as a true and accurate record by the Chairman and the Clerk. These will be placed on the website in due course. A hard copy will be available if requested. 
9. MATTERS ARISING 
Point 7 - Substation – After consultation the Chair received advice that the Auditor General would not be able to help in this matter, but there were other possible avenues that could be considered. 

Point 8.1- Glan Ynys – The response from the planning enforcement officer was that these plans had been approved.  However, the Council had not yet heard from highways regarding whether the property had encroached on the highway. 
At this point, Cllr Graham-Woollard felt that the new Council would have to consider all outstanding matters and prioritise what actions need to be done on each matter. 

Point 10.1- Attenuation Basin – The Chair proposed that before the next meeting, he would draft a letter to the MD of VoG Council and to Redrow regarding the basin for the Council to consider in the May meeting.  He believed that as the Council were so concerned about this, what this Council have done should be advertised to the villagers.  There was a discussion around the likelihood of water sitting in the basin.  AP Clerk to agenda on the May agenda
Point 10.3 – The Clerk had provided the litter pickers to a member of the litter picking group. 

Point 10.4 – Projects for conservation group -The Clerk advised that this group had agreed to clear the brambles at the Churchyard. 

Point 10.6 – Stones in Stream – Cllr Maclehose had provided a report on this matter.  She had met with the representatives from Welsh Water and confirmed that the blockage was not a result of the Welsh Water work. At the moment there is a rock, not a kerbstone, which has tumbled down and is blocking a pipe.  It was therefore agreed to ask VoG Highways to put the kerbstones back up and to clear out the ditch including the stone which is blocking the pipe.  AP Clerk to report to VoG Highways.

Point 10.10 – Green Lane – AP Clerk to make a complaint regarding the lack of resolution and communication on this matter. 

Point 10.11 – Redrow Signs – The Chair confirmed that the sign has been removed. 
10. CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerks report was reviewed and the following matters discussed: -
Correspondence

07/04/17- Email from Llangan Council re Travellers Site proposal in LDP

07/04/17- Email from VoG re new grant funding

06/04/17- Email from K Haggerty via Cllr Lewis re Substation

06/04/17- Email from VoG re statement of those nominated and elected

03/04/17- Email containing 2017 Good Councillors Guide 
06/04/17- Email with confirmation of non-contested election and candidates

04/04/17- Email from C Cutler re reminder of election deadline

03/04/17- Electronic copy of new version of Good Councillors Guide

03/04/17- Cllr Report from Cllr Maclehose 

01/04/17- Email from VoG re communications policy 

30/03/17- Email update from OVW 

29/03/17- Email from OVW re confirmation of rural development funding

29/03/17- Email from Welsh Audit office re webinar recording

22/03/17- Email from Cllr Roach re apologies for Community Liaison Meeting

17/03/17- Community Mapping Toolkit launch

17/03/17- Email from Cllr Bates re newsletter article 

17/03/17- Email from VoG re reminder of preselection protocol

17/03/17- Email from Cllr Bates re replacement tree 

17/03/17- Email from Cllr Lewis to Jane Hutt re Western Power Substation

14/03/17- Email from VoG re notice of County election

13/03/17- Email from VoG re notice of Community Council election
Travellers Site – There was a discussion regarding the letter from Llangan Council asking for consideration of support in their fight against the possible increase in size of the travellers site.  After a discussion, it was agreed that in principle this Council support Llangan Council and were happy to write to the VoG Council regarding this matter.  The Chair also confirmed that he was happy to discuss the limitation of costs procedure with Llangan Council.  AP Clerk to write to VoG with letter of support and to Llangan Council. 
Finance

Funds as of 31/03/2017 £9,904(cashbook) incl £3,200 lottery grant for Village Book.

Payments to be authorised 

31/03/2017
Jo Howell- Clerks quarterly salary till March 2017
100464
£530.05

31/03/2017
Jo Howell- Refund for purchase of Litter pickers 
100464
£49.08

No receipts 

The year end bank reconciliation has been completed and sent to Cllr Cook for review.  The 2017/18 has been reviewed given the year end figures, the election budget line figures require updating but otherwise no changes were required. It was agreed to update the budget line to £500. 

Cllr Bates proposed the authorisation of the above payments this was seconded by Cllr Roach and agreed by all. As two signatories were not present the cheques would be signed at a later date.  

11. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
a.
Update on the stream blockage after site visit by Cllr Maclehose – See pt 9.6 above
b.
Update from Cllr Cook on the broadband survey – Cllr Graham-Woollard provided a short update on this matter, regarding the difficulties in using data from the survey given the large differences in construction of properties, broadband packages etc. He believes that the biggest ground for complaint is in service when things go wrong.  The article that Cllr Cook put in the newsletter was discussed. 
c.
State of Llysworney road – report raised by Cllr Graham-Woollard
Cllr Graham-Woollard reported how concerned he is regarding this road, as considerable damage has been caused over the years.  There is now a lot of traffic with large trailers along the road.  At some stage the VoG Council are going to have to look at the state of this road. 
CC Thomas has spoken to Miles Punter of the VoG Council regarding the state of the lanes in the rural vale.  These are going to get worse as larger farm machinery is having to be used and a large increase in delivery lorries etc.  Unfortunately, the lack of work to the lanes over many years has now meant there are a large number of miles that need to be dealt with.  
Cllr Graham-Woollard believes that rural road infrastructure should be considered by the new Council and communication formalised.  
CC Thomas confirmed that this might be a good topic to raise at a Community Liaison Meeting.  Cllr Roach as representative confirmed this would be a good idea.  AP Clerk to raise with meeting organisers
DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

The next meeting of the Community Council will take place on Tuesday May 9th 2017 at 7.30pm in the Sycamore Tree Inn 

The Clerk was going to confirm attendance at the May meeting to ensure the vast majority of the Council could attend. 

At this point the Chair wished to thank CC Thomas for his support to this Council as this was his last meeting, and the Council wished him well. 

The meeting was closed at 8.35pm
SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CHAIRMAN, COLWINSTON COMMUNITY COUNCIL

DATE…………………………………………………………………….

SIGNED…………………………………………………………………

CLERK, COLWINSTON COMMUNTY COUNCIL

 DATE……………………………………………………………………
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